
At this year’s meeting of the NBI Board 
of Directors Archbishop T M Adonis of 
the Reformed Church of Christ, Indak
eni Mission, Idutywa asked permission 
to “retire” for health reasons.

Archbishop Adonis has been part of 
the Nehemiah Bible Institute since its 
beginning in 1992. He served as NBI 
respresentative in the Eastern Cape 
and did a lot of hard work to recruit stu
dents for our course and to encourage 
them in their studies. He also arranged 
“graduation ceremonies” for the suc
cessful students, usually in November 
of each year in Mthatha (Umtata). He 
faithfully attended the annual meetings 
of the NBI Board of Directors in Preto
ria, and served on the Advisory Panel 

for new courses. He played an impor
tant role to make sure that the NBI will 
not forget the needs of the African Initi
ated Churches (AICs). He also made 
sure that the AICs in the Eastern Cape 
know about the NBI. For his friends in 
the Eastern Cape he was “Mr NBI”.

Though the Board was sad to lose 
his fatherly advice and wisdom at our 
meetings, we could not deny him the 
chance to rest. The truth is: he is al
ready 84 years old. At that age one  
really deserves to have some rest! The 
Board gave him a nice walking stick as 
farewell gift (so that he can keep fit) 
and the “declaration of appreciation”. 

We pray that God will continue to 
bless him richly in the years ahead. Of 

course we know that church leaders 
never really retire. They often keep on 
working for the Lord until they pass on 
to heavenly glory – where they will in 
any case continue to praise and serve 
the Lord. As we know Father Adonis, 
he will also not stop telling people 
about NBI as long he lives.

At the beginning of this year (2009) the Oasis congregration in 
Klerksdorp decided to start a Bible School. The need of so many pas
tors who minister in small congregations challenged them to start this 
training. These pastors were looking for a more formal type of training 
for which they could get a certificate. The congregation made a survey 
of available courses and decided that the material of the Nehemiah 
Bible Institute (NBI) would be the most suitable. Their decision was 
influenced by the positive feedback of some other institutions that also 
use the material.

Since the students can study the material on their own, it was decided 
that they will work through a NBI learning guide every month and then 
meet together on one Saturday per month for classes. Because some 
of the students come from places far away, like Leeudoringstad, Pot
chefstroom and Hartbeesfontein – and one even from Mafikeng! – they 
agreed to use the full day whenever they meet. The classes start at 9.00 
am and continue until 4.30 pm – that is, for more than seven hours.

The day starts with a time of spiritual encouragement, with a guest 
speaker who ministers to the students. Then four sessions of one hour 
each follow, in which the facilitators or tutors add some relevant teach
ing to the material which the students studied in the month before the 
meeting. After the first two sessions, the Oasis congregation provides 
a meal (lunch) to all the students. The administration is done in such a 
way that it does not disturb the classes. They hand out the new books 
and receive the completed tests and payments while the tutors go on 
with the classes.

The first full Saturday of classes was in May this year. At the moment 
the Oasis Bible School has 73 students registered for the NBI course. 
Although they are not yet halfway with the first group, there are so 
many other pastors and church leaders who would also like to do the 
course, that the school is already considering the possibility of taking 
in a second group!

The Centre for Contextual Ministry (CCM) of the Uni
versity of Pretoria has started a program of decen
tralisation. They are establishing a number of de

centralised training points where they will be offering CCM 
courses. Currently these points are in the northern parts 
of SA. At each of these points they also appoint a lecturer 
or tutor to guide the students through their studies. It was 
soon found that there is an urgent need for a basic course 
to introduce the students to the study of theology and min
istry. Most of the CCM courses are a bit too advanced to 
be introductory courses for these church leaders. Many of 
the interested students are church leaders, but they have 
never had any experience of theological training.

Because CCM has accredited the NBI course since 
2002, they realised that they could just as well use this 
course to prepare the students for the more advanced 
courses. After all, this is exactly what the NBI course was 
designed for: to help church leaders who have never had 
the chance to be trained, to develop their leadership and 
ministry skills.

The first decentralised training point to use the NBI 

Training of pastors in Soweto
course in this way, was in Rustenburg. Rev Arthur Prin
gle helped 32 students there to complete the whole NBI 
course in a year. They had regular classes for a few hours 
every week. All these students received their NBI and UP 
certificates at a colourful ceremony in June 2009.

In May 2009 a new group started in Soweto. Dr Sello 
Maboea, chairman of the NBI Board of Directors, was 
asked to be their tutor. Dr Eugene Botha took initiative to 
organise the training. The group consists of leaders from 
many different churches. Many bishops are involved. A 
good number of the students also belong to the Ntlokgolo 
ea BaApostola Organisation. 

At the beginning there were 46 students in class, but 
the number has come down to 35 who remain active. 
They meet for three hours every Saturday afternoon at 
Ipelegeng Church Centre, Jabavu, Soweto. Dr Maboea 
teaches them in English, but at times the discussions also 
switch to other indigenous languages, so that the students 
can express themselves freely in a language with which 
they are comfortable. They make much of the discussions 
in class. In that way the practical application of the course 

material gets a lot of attention. The focus is on developing 
practical skills for ministry.

According to Dr Maboea one of the great outcomes 
of this training is the interaction between the leaders of 
so many different churches. As they study the course to
gether, they become more and more willing to talk openly 
about the things that cause tension and division between 
the churches. They discuss their differences, but they also 
learn to have respect for one another. After a few weeks 
they now even share their problems and they invite one 
another for church services. In this way the training builds 
the unity which Jesus prayed for in John 17.

The Soweto group has already finished Module 1, and 
is now busy with the second course of Module 2. Clearly 
this is another big advantage of this kind of training: the 
students motivate each other to make progress. Therefore 
they finish the course much faster.

CCM has also started with groups in Pretoria North and 
at Siyabuswa. At Siyabuswa they use the wonderful train
ing facilities built by Pastor Hendrick Mahlangu (who is 
also a NBI director).

On Thursday, 27 August 2009, Mr Danny Arendse re
ceived his NBI certificate in the Drakenstein Correc

tional Facility. Although he once was an inmate, 
he is now a spiritual worker who helps prisoners 
to know the Lord. At the occasion many of the 
young inmates testified how much he meant 
to them spiritually. Danny says the NBI course 
has enriched his ministry in a wonderful way. 

In the picture he is with Rev Siegfried Ngubane, 
NBI staff member, and Dr Hennie van Deventer, 

principal of the NBI.

Oasis Bible School

I have been studying with NBI from 1999 and 
I wish to complete my studies this year, but I 
have been hindered by the church work that I 
am doing.

I was retrenched in 2004, but with the ad-
vice of NBI I was able to register my church as 
NPO with the Department of Social Develop-
ment. In 2005 I studied the Marriage Officer 
course and got the licence that same year.

Our church established a soup kitchen for 
orphans in 2006. We are taking care of or-
phans and vulnerable children in our commu-
nity. We have registered 255 children for our 
program and we have 17 volunteers who visit 
the homes of suffering people.

I wish to complete the remaining modules 
before December. I am currently involved in 
the local “Church Leaders Forum” and I have 
been telling them about the NBI course.

Bishop MR Lephatsoe 
of Botshabelo wrote 
the following:

Dr Sello Maboea teaching at 
the Ipelegeng Church Centre in 
Soweto.

Attentive 
students.
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The Nehemiah Bible Institute has expe
rienced incredible growth over the last 
two years. 

In the last year we almost doubled the 
number of new students registered in the 
previous year. There are almost three times 
as many new students than two years ago. 
Can you believe this? Just look at the graph 
(or chart) above. The blue columns (or pil
lars) show the number of new students  
registered for each year over the last seven 
years. For the first five years the pillars are 
all about the same height. Then suddenly 
the last two pillars go much higher. In 2006 
we registered 215 new students, in 2007 we 
added 325 and last year 604 new students 
started the course.

What is the reason for this wonderful 
growth? Perhaps the green pillars reveal the 
secret. They show the number of new stu
dents who are connected to Bible schools. 
In 2007 there were only 120 such students. 
In 2008, however, the number rose to 428 
out of the 604 new students that joined us. 
This shows that the NBI was growing so fast 
mainly because so many Bible schools de

cided to use our course material to train their 
students. Of course we had a special offer. 
We said that any group with 10 or more stu
dents and their own facilitator would qualify 
as a “Bible school” and could get a 50% dis
count for the NBI course. Clearly many peo
ple used this opportunity.

We are a little bit worried about the fact 
that the number of students who finish the 
course has not grown much. This is shown 
by the red pillars in the chart. They have 
not become much longer. Although we had 
604 new students in 2008, only 89 students  
finished the course last year and got their li
centiate diploma from NBI. What does this 
mean? We believe that the system of Bible 
schools will encourage many more students to 
finish the course, and to do it much faster than 
in the past. However, this will only show on 
next year’s statistics, or the year after that. 

In the meantime these statistics force us 
to encourage all our students once again to 
finish the course. Please do not stop half
way! It will not really help the churches if so 
many new students start the course, but in 
the end they never finish.

Wonderful growth!
nbi
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Useful books

Africa Bible Commentary 
- the price has changed 
from R150 to R180.

Our church has Aids: Preaching about 
HIV and AIDS in Africa today. Editors: 
Rachel Mash, Johan Cilliers, Keith 
Griffiths, Edith Chemorion, Archwells 
Katani. 132 pages. Price: R50. The 
book pleads with churches to handle 
the challenge of HIV and Aids in a 
positive, Christian way.

If you are looking for some help in teaching the chil-
dren in your church about God, you can consider the 
material produced by Good News Media (a division 
of Bible Media). Two books are available: “Begin-
ning with God” (Sunday School lessons from Genesis 
and Job) and “Jesus - Teacher and Healer” (Sunday 

school lessons from Matthew and 
Mark). They are both suitable for 
children between the ages of seven and 12. These books go 
with large colourful pictures to illustrate the message. 
Price for the books: R35
Price for the pictures: R35

Zulu Translation
The Zulu translation of the NBI course was completed in June 2009. This is a very important mile
stone in the history of NBI in South Africa.  It means that many more people now have access to the 
course, because they can study it in their mother tongue. We are very grateful to the people who did 
the work. They did it because of their commitment to make this course available to the Zuluspeaking 
people, especially in Mpumalanga and KwaZuluNatal (KZN). They received no payment for the 
work, just a honorarium (a token of thanks). Rev Koos Kriel (photo left) played a very big role in the 
process. He was supported by others. We praise God for them all.

Rev Gawie Coetzee lost his wife
Rev Gawie Coetzee, NBI director for the northern provinces, lost his wife, Engela. She was 71 
years old when she passed away on the 21st August 2009. A good number of NBI students and 
exstudents attended the funeral in Pretoria on the 26th August. The chairman of the NBI Board 
of Directors, Dr Sello Maboea, and the principal, Dr Hennie van Deventer, spoke a word of con
dolence on behalf of all the NBI staff and students who have been served and supported by the 

Coetzee family.

Outreach to Malawi
Pastor Nellie Chigamba invited Rev Arthur Pringle to help the New Exodus Church of God in Malawi with leadership de
velopment. Every year in August this church has a big meeting where the leaders from 30 branches are gathered. Rev 
Pringle visited them this year from 28th July to 7th August and worked through the first two modules of the NBI course 
with 20 students. It was tough. They had to use an interpreter. Sometimes they even had to work at night to finish the 
eight courses. At least they had contact with Rev Matalius Likhoozi, the NBI Director in Malawi, who provided them with 
the NBI material in Chichewa. The Chichewa translation of the whole course has recently been completed.

According to Rev Pringle there was great excitement about the NBI course. The students felt that it was very under
standable and easy to apply and use in their own situation. In the end they were pleading with Rev Pringle to go again 
in future so that they can finish the course.

R55

l	The NBI office will be 
closed from 11 Decem
ber 2009 till 11 January 
2010.

l	As from January 2010 
the NBI course will 
cost  R380 per module 
(R2280 for six  
modules).

l	Bible schools (or groups 
with more than 10 stu
dents) pay halfprice, but 
from January 2010 the 
cost of the UP certificate 
will be added: R190 per 
module + 10% = R209.

News flash

Vision
Living churches with  
spiritually competent  
leaders serving the  

coming of God’s Kingdom 
in their communities  

and the world.

Mission
To help church leaders  

develop their leadership 
and ministry skills as  

ser v ants of God through  
a distance learning pro

gram based on the Bible.


