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Institute. We continue to see His grace and love towards us in various ways.
Institute
In our previous newsletter we informed our stakeholders about the crucial changes that were about to take place
at the beginning of the year. This means that we started the year 2016 with new people at the office due to the retirement of some
long serving staff members. There was also strategic shifting within our structure with the future of the organisation in mind.
We also had the incorporation of the Sokhanya Bible Program as part of our courses. We now offer three different courses,
namely the Church Leadership Development Program (CLDP), Ministry Development Program (MDP) and then the Sokhanya Bible
Program (SBP).
Change is inevitable and it causes uncertainty, but when it happens, how we embrace and manage it becomes very crucial. In
the midst of all these changes, the crucial question we always have to grapple with as an institute, is how we can best serve our
important stakeholders, the students, facilitators and partners.
We know that our stakeholders are people who serve the church. Therefore by implication our question is how we can best
serve the church. A constant reminder therefore should always be that we honour God by serving His church, the body of Christ,
which knows no denominational boundaries.
We are positioning ourselves to issue an electronic newsletter. We therefore ask our stakeholders, and especially the facilitators
in learning centres, to furnish the NBI office with their email addresses and updated contact details.

Introductory word from the office

Sokhanya Bible Program
In our previous newsletter we informed our stakeholders
about the incorporation of the Sokhanya Bible Program into
NBI. We explained that Dr Danie van Zyl was due for retirement
in June this year, and therefore Sokhanya Bible School would
cease to exist, but the course would continue as part of NBI.
With great joy we report that the incorporation was carried
through successfully. We now have three NBI courses namely:
Church Leadership Development Program (CLDP), Ministry
Development Program (MDP) and then the Sokhanya Bible
Program (SBP).
Pastor Mohau Motenana was appointed as the coordinator
of the Sokhanya Bible Program. We are excited about this
development, as those students who cannot handle the CLDP
and MDP will be accommodated in the Sokhanya course.
Pastor Motenana joined us at the office in January this year.
We are happy to see the healthy and growing relationship
between him and the students. He is not only helpful to
students but also to the entire Bible Media family due to
his multilingual ability. He speaks Sotho, Xhosa, English
and Afrikaans. He has already started facilitating the Sotho
translation of the Sokhanya course.
Pastor Motenana reports that the response of students to
the changes in the course material is remarkable and they
enjoy our user-friendly material. Every month we receive new
students who are enrolling for the Sokhanya course. It excites
the coordinator to see the appreciation and the interest they
show towards the course.
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The incorporation of the Sokhanya course proves once
more that NBI remains dedicated to grassroots training, since
the Sokhanya course is at an even more accessible level than
the NBI courses.
We request all of you, our stakeholders, to keep on praying
for the Sokhanya Bible Program and its coordinator.
Pastor Mohau Shadrack Motenana was born in
Bloemfontein, but now lives in Cape Town (Gugulethu). He
is the father of four, two girls and two boys, and married to
Sinoxolo Motenana.

ACRP opens the way
to accreditation
As explained in previous newsletters, the “Association of
Christian Religious Practitioners” (ACRP) is the professional
body that was established to negotiate with the government
on behalf of the Christian churches about the recognition
of professional qualifications for church work and ministry,
especially at pre-tertiary level.
At the beginning of 2016 the ACRP submitted two
qualifications for “Christian Religious Practitioners” (pastors) to
the “Quality Council for Trades and Occupations” (QCTO)
– one at Level 2 of the National Qualification Framework (NQF)
and the other on Level 5. A representative group from many
different churches and training institutions worked out a full
curriculum for each of these two qualifications. The NQF Level
2 qualification was already approved by the QCTO and the
approval for Level 5 is expected soon.
The NBI is optimistic to be accredited for the training of both
qualifications. The Sokhanya course should qualify for NQF
Level 2, and the NBI course for Level 5. Currently a huge effort is
made to align the NBI’s existing courses with the new curricula.
In the meantime the ACRP is also applying to handle the
quality control for the newly registered qualifications on behalf
of the QCTO. This means ACRP will become the “Assessment
Quality Partner” (AQP) for these qualifications.
Dr Danie van Zyl, who used to be the head of the Sokhanya
Bible School (which is now integrated with NBI), was
approached to develop this function for ACRP and agreed to
take the responsibility, at least until April 2017. Bible Media
made an office available for this purpose and will also provide
the infrastructure for the work. Thus we now have an ACRP
office in Wellington.
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It will be Danie’s task to make sure that students who
get these qualifications are indeed competent for the work.
Therefore he will have to see to it that the training that is
offered by different institutions, and especially the assessing of
the students, is up to standard. He will be involved in setting up
assessment instruments that will be used on national level. He
will also be responsible to advise and guide institutions looking
for accreditation concerning procedures, requirements and
standards.
As you can imagine, this is quite a big challenge. Therefore
we ask you to pray for Dr Danie.
At NBI, however, we are excited about having the “assessment quality partner” close at hand as we prepare to apply for
accreditation!

A Word from the NBI Board
Since its beginning NBI had one vision – to equip and
empower the leaders of Jesus’ church here on earth. We
believe that, as you grow in your relationship with Christ, in
your knowledge of the Word and your abilities as a leader you
will become more and more effective in “preparing all God’s
people for the work of Christian service, in order to build up
the body of Christ.”
(Eph 4:12).
Over time we have met many of you and were deeply
impressed when we experienced your dedication to and love
for the Lord, the hours and hours you spend in the work of the
church and many of you without much financial support. We
also heard many testimonies from leaders who were helped
and whose ministry was renewed as a result of becoming NBI
students. For that we give God the glory.
Our request to you now is that you will not only share the
vision of lifting up the leadership of the church, but that you
will also take part. New students mostly enrol because you,
our present students, tell them about NBI. New study groups
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start because you get
the people in your area
together and share with
them what you have learnt
or you even facilitate the group. Please do not let NBI stop
with you! You are carrying the vision! Let us know how we
can help you.

Fundraiser (Ilse Ferreira)

Ilse Ferreira joined Bible Media a year ago as a fundraiser. She has more than 34 years’
experience in media, communications and brand marketing … as well as having
experience in the field as a missionary. She has a heart for spreading the gospel – and
equipping those in the field, as NBI is doing, is an integral part of evangelism, she
believes.
Based in Pretoria, she visits churches with the aim to promote the work of NBI and
raise funds for its work. Lately she has been attending synod meetings – also that of
the URCSA.
Singing, writing, reading history books and running are among her favourite
personal activities – along with raising her teenage daughter, who accompanies
her to churches everywhere. In addition to fundraising for NBI, Ilse manages NBI’s
Facebook page and works extensively on social media on behalf of the institute.
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Lesotho
visit
In the week of 17-21 October 2016 Rev Phaphile Celesi,
Dr Hennie van Deventer and Pastor Mohau Motenana paid
a visit to the Free State province and to Lesotho. This was
part of the stakeholders meetings that we hold in different
regions.
We managed to visit partners and stakeholders in
Bloemfontein, Senekal and Arlington in the Free State,
before we crossed the border to Lesotho, the land of king
Moshoeshoe. Thanks to the groups in Maphutsoe, ButhaButhe and Maseru who welcomed us with great love and
hospitality.
We are really excited about the NBI developments that
are taking place amongst the Basotho people. They did not
mince words in their request for a Sotho translation of our
course. As the office we are determined to deliver on this,
by making sure that it surely happens.
May the Lord help us in this partnership as we take
hands towards the training of church leaders. Our gratitude
goes to pastor Eddie Ndebele, the coordinator of the NBI
work in Lesotho, who insisted that we come to Lesotho.

Eastern Cape visit
In June this year Rev Phaphile Celesi and Pastor Mohau
Motenana paid a visit to the Eastern Cape region. The
purpose of the visit was to strengthen the relations with
the learning centres that are using our course, but also to
meet those who are showing interest in using the course.
Another important reason for the visit was to explain
the incorporation of the Sokhanya course into NBI. Many
people who were part of the Sokhanya Bible School are in
the Eastern Cape. Therefore it was necessary to meet them.
It was also an opportunity to introduce pastor Motenana to
this constituency.
It was good to meet the following learning groups and
their facilitators:
• G arden of Eden Bible School – Motherwell-PE,
call Rev Jabavu: 073 190 2901
• A postolic Love Mission School – Mooiplass-EL,
call Bishop Qwabe: 083 387 5393
• N
 ewlands Bible School – Newlands-East London,
call Rev T Wiki: 073 379 5965
• G atyana Bible College – Willowvalle:
call Pastor Maqhinyana: 083 887 8119
• S t Adonis Bible School – Idutywa:
call Pastor Nosisa Somkoko: 083 319 0031
• B ethany Bible School – Mthatha:
call Pastor Reuben Mgodeli: 073 161 9784
We really praise God for the growth of the NBI work in
the Eastern Cape. We encourage those who want to do our
course to contact the facilitator of a learning centre that is
close to them.

Ds Attie Bezuidenhout at Groot Marico retires

Rev Attie Bezuidenhout

Ds Bezuidenhout was the NBI facilitator and leader of Marico Bible School (MBS) of
the Dutch Reformed Church at Groot Marico. Ds Attie is due to retire in 2017. There is a
view that servants of the Lord do not really retire, but we wish Ds Attie a well-deserved
peaceful retirement.
We are sad about the fact that he will no longer be available to guide the work of
NBI in that area, but our sadness is coupled with gratitude, because he has sown a seed
of goodness and servanthood among many church leaders. His selfless service was
remarkable. We trust God to let the seed he has sown in many leaders grow and yield
fruit in due time. We hope that other facilitators will take the NBI baton going forward.
Some of the areas he served through small NBI groups were: Coffee Kraal; Madikwe;
Pella; Mabaalstad; Brakuil; Marico; Riekertsdam.
Our gratitude also goes to the DRC congregation of Groot Marico, a small church
in a small town named Great Marico. The selfless spirit they have always shown is
remarkable. The spirit of sharing and reaching out to other churches in their area is
indeed a wonderful witness of God’s Kingdom.
We bless God for you, Groot Marico DRC church council, and for Ds Bezuidenhout.

Tsonga translation
available
NBI believes that people who learn
in their mother tongue understand
and handle the course better. This is
more than just a perception, since

the feedback from our assessors clearly indicates that learners
who answer questions in their mother tongue portray better
understanding of what they have read.
It is therefore a great joy to report that our CLDP course is
now available in SeTsonga. People who want to do our course
in SeTsonga are now free to contact the office to enrol.

Fees increase

CO N TAC T
D E TA I L S

In the past our fees were raised at the beginning of our
financial year, which is April every year. In the current year
our fees did not rise because the board took a decision that
fees increase should be introduced at the beginning of every
calendar year, that is in January. This will help the office
administratively and also help students to plan accordingly.
The course fees with effect from January 2017 will be as
follows:
• S okhanya Bible Program = R240 per module
(5 learning guides)
• NBI (CLDP & MDP) will be R170 per learning guide
(from R160) i.e. R10 increase = R850 per module.
• F or learning centres the fees (CLDP & MDP) will be
R110 per learning guide (from R106) = R550 per module
• F or people who are not students but just want to buy
the book for themselves the price will be R60 per NBI
learning guide.

REGISTRAR
Tel 021 864 8258
E-mail nbi@bmedia.co.za
Fax 086 687 8620

Learning centres

The majority of our students come through the learning centres. A
learning centre can be formed in an area by church leaders who decide
to come together with the purpose of studying the NBI course as a group.
Ten people, under the leadership of a facilitator, qualify to form a group.
This has proven to be an effective and beneficial way of studying.
Those who do the NBI course as a group get a 40% discount. Besides the
financial benefit, studying as a learning centre enhances
fellowship and LOGO
KORPORATIEWE
partnership between church leaders, who often come from many
different denominations.
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An agreement form is signed between NBI and the learning centre.
Even though these groups sign an agree-ment form with NBI, the
learning centres function autonomously. This means that NBI does not
prescribe to them how to conduct and organise themselves. They function
independent of the NBI office, but the agreement provides guidelines
that stipulate terms of engagement.
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