
Word from the offi  ce

The formation of every new learning centre excites the NBI offi  ce. 
We are proud to report that more than 90% of our students come 
through the learning centre system and less than 10% study as 
individuals. Our course is done through distance learning. People 
do not necessarily have to come to us to attend classes, but 
because we value the importance of contact sessions the learning 
centre system was introduced. Over the past decade it has been 
the life-blood of NBI. 

This system allows people or leaders at a certain location or 
church to come together and study the NBI course. There are 

many benefi ts in the system, ranging from fellowship and unity 
amongst leaders and churches, shared community development 
and growing together as leaders. All you need to start a new 
centre is to have a facilitator, who can be the local minister/pastor 
or somebody else who has been trained theologically, who can 
provide guidance to the group. 

For more information or advice on why and how to start a 
learning centre please read the article below and for further 
discussions please contact the NBI offi  ce at 021-864 8258 or nbi@
bmedia.co.za. 

news 
Greetings in the wonderful name of our Lord Jesus Christ. In this newsletter we 
would love to direct your attention to a very important aspect which is the 
life-blood of Nehemiah Bible Institute: learning centres. 
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In South Africa and many other countries NBI facilitators play a 
crucial role in the equipping of church leaders. They are people 
who share in the NBI vision and desire to make a real diff erence 
in the church of Christ. They know that God has called them to 
help his disciples know and follow Him better. They do this by 
equipping and encouraging and mentoring other leaders to be 
more eff ective in fulfi lling their calling.

While doing this work their own ministry becomes much wider 
as the infl uence they have on those other leaders also touches the 
lives of the church members of those leaders. If a facilitator has 
10 students in his/her learning centre and each student has 50 
members in his/her church, the facilitator is indirectly ministering 
to 500 people!

Who can be a facilitator? You become a facilitator when the Holy 
Spirit places a burden on your heart to build his church by building 
up the leadership. You must also have the necessary knowledge, 
either because you completed your NBI studies or because you 
have studied at a Bible school or theological training institute. You 
must be willing to work hard and without payment for the sake of 

God’s kingdom. Whenever 
NBI off ers a workshop for 
facilitators in your area, 
you need to attend.

How does one become 
a facilitator? You contact 
the offi  ce or regional 
representative to fi nd 
out whether you qualify as a 
facilitator. Then you gather together ten or more students to form 
a learning centre. It is good to form a committee who can help you 
with the administration. You register the centre and your students 
with the offi  ce and order the learning material. The students study 
the material and then meet together. You as facilitator guide 
them in discussing the important subjects in the material. There 
is a facilitator’s guide to help you. NBI will provide a copy for each 
learning centre.  

Is God calling you? Then contact us!

Are you called to be a NBI facilitator?

Mr Nkululeko Pelem-sitting left (NBI registrar), Rev Phaphile 

Celesi-sitting right, standing from left is Dr Hennie van Deventer, 

Mrs Mecial Adonis, Mr Jerry Sesoko, and Mrs Jackie Isaacs

Meet the NBI team
When you look at the footprint of the NBI course throughout the country and in 
other countries in Africa, you may think that there is a big team of people who are 
working behind the scenes. That is not the case, as you can see in the picture of 
the whole team. These are the men and women who make things happen, and 
they say, “We are humbled to serve the body of Christ, as we hold hands with the 
trainers and facilitators in diff erent learning centres. As a team that works hard to 
see that everything is done that needs to be done, on programs, administratively, 
organisationally and in printing and distribution, we join hands in prayer with you 
to say, let the kingdom of God be established through us all”.



Our yearly board meeting took place on 16 and 17 August 2017 
in Wellington. As we went through the agenda and the reports 
from our partners in South Africa and other countries we once 
again appreciated the wide spread of the work of NBI and the 
vital role of our partners and facilitators who work so unselfi shly 
to help students grow in ministry.

We also want to thank Bible Media for their encouragement 
and support and the board members who make such a valuable 
contribution to the success and growth of NBI especially through 
the use of our programs/courses, namely: Church Leadership 

Development (CLDP), Ministry Development (MDP) 
and Sokhanya Bible Program (SBP). 

It is, however, with heavy hearts that we had to greet board 
members who have contributed much over many many years. 
They are Dr Hennie Pretorius, Dr Sello Maboea, Rev Gawie 
Coetzee, Rev Theo Mayekiso and Ms Mavis Tshandu. Our sincere 
thanks for their dedication and invaluable contribution to NBI! 

During the meeting we also realised how much more can still 
be done. You as NBI students know what a big diff erence these 
courses can make in the life and ministry of leaders. However, 
if they do not know about NBI courses the opportunity is lost 
to them. 

NBI does not have a big budget for advertising. What we 
do have is many students all over the country. We trust that 
you share our vision of reaching thousands of church leaders 
and upcoming leaders and we want to ask you to be our 
ambassadors. We really do need your help. When you order 
books, also request brochures (for free) and share them with your 
fraternal and fellow leaders. 

Some of the students in Mpumalanga have shared their 
experience on Facebook and we have received a number of 
inquiries as a result. Please mention us on Facebook and other 
media and give the offi  ce contact details: telephone 021 864 
8258; email nbi@bmedia.co.za; website www.nehemiah.co.za. 

Please also keep praying for NBI so that God may be glorifi ed 
through the life and ministry of the leaders of 
his church.

Rev Koos Kriel, the NBI representative in 
Mpumalanga, was invited to attend the opening of 
the Centre for Spiritual Healing in Daantjie, an area 
30 kilometres outside Nelspruit, on Saturday, 3 June 
2017. Pastor Jonia Sithole who is one of NBI’s very 
enthusiastic and dedicated facilitators, together with 
her NBI students, had the vision to rent a dilapidated 
and overgrown building in the heart of Daantjie 
and transform it into a centre which will benefi t the 
whole community. At present Pastor Sithole leads 
three NBI groups, but they plan to invite church 
leaders of a very wide area to attend NBI training at 
the centre. Their further planning includes the idea that the building will become a walk-in 
centre for people who need counselling, and that marriage and fi nancial counselling will 
also be off ered there. Another part of the plan is that the NBI students will reach out to the 
neighbouring school to give guidance to parents about their role as parents and to make an 
impact on the lives of the learners. 

The centre clearly illustrates the unity among the NBI students. Although they are from 
many churches, they share in Pastor Sithole’s vision and have contributed and worked very 
hard to make the project a reality. They will also be part of the ministry there. Their dream is 
to purchase the property rather than just renting it. 

We can only give honour to God for this vision which also has the support of the Daantjie 
fraternal and of the council. It stands as a beacon of hope in a community where the impact 
of the Gospel is urgently needed, but only because there are people called by God who give 
themselves unselfi shly to make the Kingdom of God come in Daantjie.

The spiritual healing centre 
(Mpumalanga province)

The sign in front of the centre was unveiled.

NBI board of directors meeting

Meet Ms Jackie 
Isaacs on 
printing and 
distribution
Jackie is the lady behind the printing 
and distribution of books. She does 
it with a smile and dedication. We 
wish her strength and blessings in her 
work. There is a lot of printing work as 
we service more or less 130 learning 
centres around the country. 
Word of advice to our learning centres 
and facilitators: please plan your work 
and place your orders in time, to make 
things easier for us in the offi  ce. We are 
working hard to make our partnership 
a success. 



ACRP approved 
by Government
After many years of hard work, patience and perseverance, the good 
news came through at the beginning of October 2017: SAQA (South 
African Qualifi cations Authority) approved the ACRP (Association 
of Christian Religious Practitioners) as professional body and 
Assessment Quality Partner (AQP).

This is a major breakthrough for the NBI and all other institutions 
that are training church leaders (Christian Religious Practitioners), 
especially on pre-tertiary level (in other words, the training of those 
who do not have access to universities).

What does it mean for NBI?

As you know, NBI has been struggling for more than ten years to 
get accreditation from SAQA for the pre-tertiary learning program it 
is off ering. SAQA simply seemed to have no mechanism to evaluate 
the training on this level. This is the door we believe ACRP is now 
opening for NBI and other institutions like us.

ACRP cooperated with QCTO (Quality Council for Trades and 
Occupations) to work out new curricula (standards) for training on 
this level. We are expecting that these curricula will very soon be 
approved by SAQA. Then training institutions will be able to apply 
for accreditation through this new channel.

At the NBI offi  ce we are currently working hard to make sure 
we will meet all the requirements of the new curricula, on level 2 
and level 5 of the NQF (National Qualifi cations Framework). The 
wonderful thing is that all the courses we already have will indeed 
fi t into the new curricula. It is true, however, that we are also adding 
some new material. And we are making some changes to what 
is required for the assessment of learners. Among other things, 
learners will eventually have to do a fi nal exam on national level.

It will be the task of ACRP as Assessment Quality Partner (AQP) to 
decide whether NBI meets the standards and then to advise SAQA 
about accreditation.

Please keep on praying for this process.

NBI and 
SU are 
building a 
relationship
An exciting new relationship 
is currently developing b
etween NBI and Stellenbosch 
University (SU).

The SU Faculty of Theology is designing a new 
degree program (B Th) for students who cannot study 
full-time at the Stellenbosch campus. They involved 
pastors of the Great Commission group in Khayelitsha 
in a pilot project for this purpose. It soon became clear, 
however, that many of these pastors do not have the 
academic qualifi cations required for entrance into the B 
Th program.

In order to solve this problem, NBI was approached. 
The idea was to let the students fi rst do the NBI learning 
program as a bridging course. In the initial stage over 
50 of the Great Commission (GC) pastors in Khayelitsha 
thus enrolled for the NBI course. They started classes 
in July this year and have been meeting twice a week 
(on Tuesday and Thursday evenings). The classes are 
facilitated by some of the trained GC pastors and other 
facilitators provided by Ekklesia (a centre for continuing 
ministerial development, linked to the SU Faculty 
of Theology).

Negotiations about the exact nature of the 
relationship between NBI and SU are still continuing. 
One possibility is that SU will consider awarding a 
certifi cate for the NBI course as a bridging course for 
entrance into their degree program.

In the meantime NBI has been granted membership 
of Ekklesia.

Botlhe Jeremiah Sesoko, known as (Jerry), was born and raised 
in Gauteng Province in the famous township of SOWETO. He 
was born in Dobsonville as the second born to Sello Sesoko and 
Kedisaletse Sekoboane. Jerry is married to Olwethu Mbundwini 
Sesoko and they have a daughter (Okuhle), who is 12 years old, and 
we also congratulate the Sesoko family for another girl that they 
are blessed with. Jerry currently lives in Wellington (Western Cape).

 Jerry has experience of working in NGO’s in South Africa and 
his passion is about serving people and communities. He worked 
for UCSA (Uniting Christian Student Association) for many years, 
sharing the gospel within the borders and outside the borders of 
South Africa. He then went on to work in the secular world for a 
company called Dynamic Vision in Port Elizabeth, where he was 
involved in outdoors Leadership training. 

Jerry relocated from Port Elizabeth to the Western Cape in 2009 
to join an organisation called CABSA (Christian AIDS Bureau for 
Southern Africa), where he worked as a Project Coordinator doing 
HIV and AIDS work. From there He went on to work for NU (Ndifuna 

Ukwazi) in Cape Town as a Leadership 
Training Facilitator and Programme 
Administrator.

He joined Nehemiah Bible Institute 
as NBI Programme Coordinator on the 
20th February 2017. Jerry says “It is an 
exciting period in my life where I have 
been given an opportunity to once again serve the people of God 
through a Bible school. I am excited to be heading the Sokhanya 
Bible Programme (SBP), which is one of the NBI courses. My goal 
and purpose in life is to see lives changed and transformed for the 
kingdom of God. God has used me in diff erent places as I look at 
my career. I am a partner in His kingdom to equip church leaders 
to be eff ective in their ministries. It’s a privilege for me to be in this 
position”. 

Jerry’s motto in life is: “Nothing in life was ever achieved without 
enthusiasm”, and his favourite verse is Philippians 4:13. We indeed 
welcome Jerry in our midst.

Meet Jerry our NBI programs co-ordinator

Jerry Sesoko- NBI program 
co-ordinator
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NBI REGISTRAR: 
Tel/Fax 021-8648258
Mr Nkululeko Pelem
E-mail nbi@bmedia.co.za
Fax 0866878620

NBI PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR: 
Tel/Fax (021) 8648232
Mr Bothle Jerry Sesoko
E-mail 
sokhanya@bmedia.co.za

NBI PRINCIPAL: 
Tel/Fax (021) 8648224
SMS/WhatsApp 084 056 6087
Rev. Phaphile M. Celesi
E-mail phaphile@bmedia.co.za

NORTHERN PROVINCE/ 
GAUTENG REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
Rev. Gawie Coetzee
Tel/Fax 012 5672078

MPUMALANGA REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
Rev. Koos Kriel
Mobile 0845001082

KWAZULUNATAL 
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
Pastor ZSH Goqo 
E-mail idwala2015@gmail.com
Mobile 0824718731

KORPORATIEWE LOGO
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Our fees structure 
for the year 2018
Our course is probably one of the most aff ordable 
courses available in the country. We always ask 
ourselves: ”How can we off er aff ordable studies 
without compromising on quality?”. By God’s grace 
this has been possible over the years. 
There is a slight increase in the fees for 2018. We 
prefer to announce the new fee structure now so 
that our current students can prepare themselves 
and those who plan to start in 2018 will know in 
advance. We would also like to explain that there is 
no stand alone registration fee at NBI. The money 
you pay goes directly towards books. As soon as the 
money refl ects in the bank account on our side, we 
post the books to you. The standard procedure for 
registration is as follows. 
1. Pay the money into the NBI bank account, 
according to the books you can aff ord. (You can buy 
single books or buy a module which is 5 books or 
buy the full course). Please look at the fee structure 
below.
2. Fill in the registration form (all the spaces are 
compulsory) and fax it to our offi  ce together with 
the bank slip. Use your name and surname as 
reference if you are not a registered student, but 
your student number if you are registered.
3. Please fax or email us a copy of your ID or passport 
(Compulsary)
4. The offi  ce will pick this up in our system and send 
books to you. You are free to call the offi  ce to check if 
your documents have been received. 
We encourage everybody to do our course as part of 
a learning centre. As you probably know, you get a 
discount if you join a learning centre. Nevertherless 
we do allow those who cannot a learning centre 
to do it on their own, but you will notice the huge 
diff erence in the fee structure.

BANK DETAILS
Nehemiah Bible Institute
ABSA bank
Acc NO: 405 979 3076
Branch Code 334510

SINGLE STUDENTS PAY:
R190 per book
R950 per module
R2,850 full course

LEARNING CENTRES
R120 per book
R600 per module
R1,800 full course

Christian Unity Bible Academy story
Christian Unity Bible Academy is found in the township of EsiKhaleni/
Esikhawini in Richards’ Bay. Currently they are using Apostle Ndlovu’s 
church (Christian Unity Church) for classes, but they have a vision of 
building a Bible School where training will take place. It is exciting to 
see how they open this opportunity for training to leaders of diff erent 
churches. This is something on which 
NBI also puts a strong emphasis, for the 
sake of the unity of the body of Christ 
and for good witness. 

CUBA registered for the NBI course 
about two years ago, and now they are 
having a graduation of their fi rst group 
of students. Apostle Ndlovu and Rev 
Mngomezulu are working hard to see 
the work of Christian Unity Bible 
Academy extend beyond Esikhawini. 

Meet our new 
KZN regional 
representative
Pastor Selby Nhlanhla Goqo lives in Model Kloof, 
Ladysmith (KZN). He was born in Bhekizwe, 
Greytown. He is married to Thandeka Nomusa 
Goodness, and they are blessed with 3 children, 
namely: Lindinkosi, Nokulunga and Thobeka.

Pastor Goqo has a lot of experience in the education sector and even 
served as a principal of Nqobile Combined School. He retired early due to 
the calling and demand of ministry. Currently he is a senior pastor at Natal 
Midlands, as well as director and co-founder of Weenen local revival centre. 

Among other qualifi cations, pastor Goqo holds a Bachelors’ degree in 
Public administration, a B.Ed. Honours in Education, and he is currently in the 
fi nal stages of his Master’s degree in Christian Education. We want to extend a 
word of welcome to pastor Goqo, and wish him blessings for the work he has 
to do for Nehemiah Bible Institute in the KZN region. 

NBI visit to KZN

On a trip that the NBI principal took in the fi rst week of October 2017, he 
managed to meet some of the NBI facilitators in KZN and also introduced 
Pastor Goqo to them. 

This trip happened during the time in which the Uniting Reformed Church 
in SA had a synod meeting and we could therefore meet some of the NBI 
course facilitators and introduce Pastor Goqo to them. From there we visited 
one of our learning centres (Tree of Life), at the Norwegian Church premises 
and Skogheim in Port Shepstone. From Port Shepstone we proceeded to 
EsiKhaleni (Richards Bay) to meet learners and facilitators of Christian Unity 
Bible Academy (CUBA). 

Meet our new 
KZN regional 

Pastor Selby Nhlanhla Goqo

Rev Mngomezulu (Facilitator & 
administrator of CUBA), Rev Phaphile 
Celesi (NBI principal), Apostle Ndlovu 
(Founder & facilitator of CUBA), and 
Pastor ZS Nhlanhla Goqo (NBI-KZN 

co-ordinator)


